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Weekly Address 
Remarks of President Barack Obama on Climate Change 

 
Hi everybody.  Wednesday is Earth Day, a day to appreciate and protect this precious planet we call home.  And to-
day, there’s no greater threat to our planet than climate change. 
 
2014 was the planet’s warmest year on record.  Fourteen of the 15 hottest years on record have all fallen in the first 
15 years of this century.  This winter was cold in parts of our country – as some folks in Congress like to point out – 
but around the world, it was the warmest ever recorded. 
 
And the fact that the climate is changing has very serious implications for the way we live now.  Stronger 
storms.  Deeper droughts.  Longer wildfire seasons.  The world’s top climate scientists are warning us that a changing 
climate already affects the air our kids breathe.  Last week, the Surgeon General and I spoke with public experts 
about how climate change is already affecting patients across the country.  The Pentagon says that climate change 
poses immediate risks to our national security. 
 
And on Earth Day, I’m going to visit the Florida Everglades to talk about the way that climate change threatens our 
economy.  The Everglades is one of the most special places in our country.  But it’s also one of the most frag-
ile.  Rising sea levels are putting a national treasure – and an economic engine for the South Florida tourism industry 
– at risk. 
So climate change can no longer be denied – or ignored.  The world is looking to the United States – to us – to 
lead.  And that’s what we’re doing.  We’re using more clean energy than ever before.  America is number one in 
wind power, and every three weeks, we bring online as much solar power as we did in all of 2008.  We’re taking 
steps to waste less energy, with more fuel-efficient cars that save us money at the pump, and more energy-efficient 
buildings that save us money on our electricity bills. 
 
So thanks in part to these actions, our carbon pollution has fallen by 10 percent since 2007, even as we’ve grown our 
economy and seen the longest streak of private-sector job growth on record.  We’ve committed to doubling the pace 
at which we cut carbon pollution, and China has committed, for the first time, to limiting their emissions.  And be-
cause the world’s two largest economies came together, there’s new hope that, with American leadership, this year, 
the world will finally reach an agreement to prevent the worst impacts of climate change before it’s too late. 
 
This is an issue that’s bigger and longer-lasting than my presidency.  It’s about protecting our God-given natural won-
ders, and the good jobs that rely on them.  It’s about shielding our cities and our families from disaster and 
harm.  It’s about keeping our kids healthy and safe.  This is the only planet we’ve got.  And years from now, I want to 
be able to look our children and grandchildren in the eye and tell them that we did everything we could to protect it. 
 
Thanks everybody, and have a great weekend.  
 
The White House 
Office of the Press Secretary 
April 18, 2015 
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EARTH DAY 2014 - PAINT THE TOWN GREEN 

 

 

 

 

 GREEN CITIES AND BLUE WATER 
 

An article by Dr. Kerri-Ann Jones, Assistant Secretary of State for 
Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs,  
U.S. Department of State . 

  

 

 

ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 CLEANER, GREENER CARS ON U.S. ROADS 

 

 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD GARDENS BOOST URBAN ECONOMIES 

http://photos.state.gov/libraries/amgov/30145/publications-english/1404_EJ_EarthDay2014_English_Low.pdf
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/publication/2014/01/20140122291426.html#axzz3Y0XsTF00
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/english/theme/energyenvironmentsciencetechnology#axzz3Y0XsTF00
https://share.america.gov/cleaner-greener-cars-u-s-roads/
https://share.america.gov/neighborhood-gardens-boost-urban-economies/
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/publication/2014/01/20140122291426.html#axzz3Y0XsTF00
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/english/theme/energyenvironmentsciencetechnology#axzz3Y0XsTF00


 

 

 

Databases on Environment 

 

Bookflix 
 
BookFlix is a database for beginner readers aged 3 to 6 years old and 
contains a selection of books and videos related to Science, such as 
Space Case by Edward and James Marshall. 
 
 

 

Business Source Premier: Green Business 
 
Searching Business Source Premier for "green business" or 
"Earth Day" shows a variety of journal articles, including 
Harvard Business Review reports. 
 

 
 

Coral Reef Interactive 
 
The Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History interac-
tive coral reef online exhibit shows how different people inter-
act with a coral reef and what they can do to protect it. 
 
 

 
 

Design Other 90 Network 
 
Smithsonian's Cooper-Hewitt Design Museum creates a website featuring 
design-based solutions to environmental and energy  
issues from regions around the world. 
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http://bkflix.grolier.com/pb/wwbkcat05b
http://elibraryusa.state.gov/databases/Business%20Source%20Premier
http://www.mnh.si.edu/exhibits/ocean_hall/reef_interactive/reef_interactive.html
http://www.designother90.org/


 

Gale Science In Context 
 

Gale Science in Context covers a wide variety of science topics including 
latest news, recent journal articles, and video and audio reports on Earth 
and Environmental Science section. 
 

 

Gale Virtual Reference Library  
 

Browse books related to environmental science like the Rough Guide to 
Climate Change, Alternative Energy, Animal rights and Animal welfare, 
Weather in Gale Virtual Reference Library. 
 
 

GreenFile 
 

GreenFile provides multi-disciplinary information on the 
environment and related topics 

 

 

 

GREENR 
 

Global Reference on the Environment, Energy, and Natural  

Resources contains information and topic guides on environmental 

and energy issues.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

    The Power Knowledge Databases 

 

These databases offer information and activities to young learners on all subjects related  

to the environment. 

 

http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/scic/topic1/actionWin?resetBreadCrumb=&query=&prodId=SCIC&windowstate=normal&contentModules=&display-query=&mode=view&limiter=AC+y&showDisambiguation=false&u=wash89460&displayGroups=&p=SCIC&action=e&catId=AAA000034014&scanId=
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/displayAllBooksForSubject?subject=Environment&inPS=true&prodId=GVRL&userGroupName=wash89460
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Read Online 
http://elibraryusa.state.gov  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People Habitat: 25 Ways to Think about 

Greener, Healthier Cities  

by F. Kaid Benfield.  

People Habitat  

Communications,  

2014.  

Small Cities USA: Growth, Diversity, and Ine-

quality by Jon R. Norman. Rutgers University 

Press, 2013. 

Guide to Greening Cities  

by Sadhu Aufochs Johnston.  

Island Press,  

2013 

Green Careers: Choosing  

Work for a Sustainable  

Future by Jim Cassio &  

Alice Rush. New Society  

Publishers, 2009. 

 

Green CITYnomics:  

The Urban War against  

Climate Change  

by Kenny Tang.  

Greenleaf Publishing,  

2009. 

75 Green Businesses: You Can Start to Make 

Money and Make a Difference  

by Glenn Croston.  

Entrepreneur Press, 2008. 

Green Building, A to Z: Understanding the 

Language of Green Building  

by Jerry Yudelson.  

New Society Publishers  

2007   

Green Cities: Urban Growth  

and the Environment  

by Matthew E. Kahn.   

Brookings Institution  

Press, 2006. 
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Changes in the Arctic: Background and Issues 
http://fpc.state.gov/documents/
organization/229375.pdf—July 2, 2014, 126 pages 

 
City of Portland, Oregon – Planning and Sustainabil-
ity, We build green cities 
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/374468 
 
City of Pittsburg, Office of Sustainability 
http://pittsburghpa.gov/green/ 
 
City of Pasadena, Planning and Community Develop-
ment – Pasadena – A Green and Sustainable Commu-
nity 
http://pittsburghpa.gov/green/ 
 
The Earth Day Network 
http://www.earthday.org/ 
 

Green Cities campaign 
http://www.earthday.org/greencities/ 

 
Green City Force’s (GCF), Clean Energy Corps 
http://www.greencityforce.org/clean-energy-corps/ 
 
Smithsonian Environmental Research Center 
http://www.serc.si.edu/ 
 

Ecosystems on the Edge 
http://ecosystems.serc.si.edu/take-action/ 
 
Ocean Portal: Find your Blue - Five Simple 
things You Can do for the Ocean 
http://ocean.si.edu/ocean-news/5-simple-
things-you-can-do-ocean 
 
Smithsonian Education: Science and Nature 
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/
students/explore_by_topic/
science_nature.html 
 
Lesson Plans  
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/
educators/lesson_plans/lesson_plans.html 

 
U.S. Department of Energy, Energy Efficiency & 
Renewable Energy (EERE) – Clean Cities 
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/cleancities/ 
 
U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Internation-
al Information Programs (IIP) Digital http://
iipdigital.usembassy.gov/ 
 
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) – 
Green Businesses 
https://www.sba.gov/content/green-businesses 
 
Green Business Guide 
https://www.sba.gov/green-business-guide 
 
United States Environmental Protection Energy 
(EPA) 
http://www.epa.gov/ 
 

Green Power Communities 
http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/
communities/index.htm 

 
Earth Day '70: What It Meant 
http://www2.epa.gov/aboutepa/earth-
day-70-what-it-meant  
 
Small Business Program 
http://www.epa.gov/osbp/green-
biz.htm 

 
The White House – Energy, Climate Change and 
Our Environment 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/energy 
 
 
 
Note: 
This webliography is offered for your personal  
information and assessment. The American Library 
does not bear responsibility for web site content.  
Web site internet addresses known as URLs tend to 
change and these URLs are current as of April 2015. 
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